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North Louisiana Seminar 

March 6, 2026 - Shreveport Hilton


	TIME
	TOPIC
	SPEAKER

	7:30 am – 8:00 am 
	Registration and Breakfast - Welcome & Introductions

	S. Dennis Blunt, LADC President



	8:00 am – 9:00 am 
	Ethical Limitations on Expert Witness Preparation and Testimony

	Prof. Dane Ciolino, Loyola University New Orleans College of Law and LADC Assoc. Executive Director

Bryan Williams, LexisNexis


	9:00 am – 10:00 am 

	Developments in Federal Procedure and a Comparison of Selected Issues in Federal and State Civil Procedure

	Chief Judge Terry A. Doughty, U.S.D.C., W.D. of La. 

Magistrate Judge Kayla McClusky, U.S.D.C., W.D. of La.

Elizabeth Mendell Carmody, (Moderator)
Cook Yancy, King & Galloway, APLC (LADC First Vice President)


	10:00 am – 10:15 am

	Break
	

	10:15 am – 11:15 am 
	Judicial Perspectives: Advice From Our Side of the Bench


	Chief Judge Frances Pitman, Second Cir. Ct. of Appeal and Judge Mike Pitman, First Judicial District Court 


	11:15 am – 12:15 pm
	Developments in Federal Procedure and Other Recent Federal Litigation Issues in the Western District (Shreveport)

	Judge S. Maurice Hicks, Jr., U.S.D.C., W.D. of La. 
Judge Jerry Edwards, Jr., U.S.D.C., W.D. of La.
Judge Alexander Van Hook, U.S.D.C., W.D. of La.
Whitney Howell, Career Law Clerk, U.S.D.C., W.D. of La.



	12:15 pm – 1:15 pm
	LUNCH

	

	1:15 pm – 2:15 pm

	
Best Practices in Appeals and Writs from the Defense Bar’s Perspective

	
Judge Danny Ellender, Second Cir. Ct. of Appeal 

Kevin Welsh, Phelps Dunbar 










	2:15 pm – 3:45 pm

	Practice Group Updates  

	Nike Wise, Kean Miller LLP 
(Environmental and Energy Law Practice Group Chair) 

Katherine Cook, Irwin Fritchie Urquhart Moore & Daniels
(Trucking & Transportation Law Practice Group and Young Lawyers Committee Member)

Prof. William Corbett, LADC Executive Director (Employment Law Practice Group)


	3:45 pm – 4:00 pm

	Break
	

	4:00 pm – 5:00 pm
	A Pragmatic Approach to Personal Injury and Pain Management
	Dr. Jonathan Finney, Southern Orthopaedic Specialists 

Shiena Maria N. Burke, Kean Miller LLP (Medical Malpractice Group Committee Member & Young Lawyers Committee Chair-Elect)
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